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The article under review is "The Importance of Students' Motivation for Their Academic Achievement – Replicating and Extending Previous Findings" by Steinmayr et al. (2019). The article focuses on providing information on a study conducted and expounding on previous research studies on motivating students. Moreover, it focuses on providing information about the impact of students' motivation on their academic performance. According to the authors, achievement motivation is made up of various other constructs that positively influence students' academic achievement (Steinmayr et al., 2019). Since multiple studies have been conducted on the topic of understanding the constructs of achievement motivation, the article presents a research study to establish whether the perceived concepts are valid.
Summary of the Authors' Points
The authors use the social cognitive approach to understand the relationship between achievement motivation and academic achievement. Based on the approach, a student's beliefs and understanding of events play a crucial role in their overall academic achievement. Moreover, the results presented in the article indicate that various factors play a role in the definition of a student's academic achievement (Steinmayr et al., 2019). These factors include self-concepts of the student's ability, the student's learning goals, their task values and the achievement motives behind their grades in different areas or subjects. The named factors are considered more influential than the student's previous achievements and their intelligence. Moreover, these results are also supported by other scholars' work, as described by the authors.
Personal response to the Contents
Based on my past experiences as a student, I agree with the journal article's authors that motivation is based on various factors, especially regarding a student's academic achievement. Specifically, a student's understanding of their abilities is one of the significant concepts determining academic achievement motivation. Moreover, the student's learning goals also influence their motivation towards academic achievement since they often have individual goals to receive a present or appreciation. I agree with the authors that achievement motives also influence the motivation to perform better academically. As a student, aiming to gain a good grade in a specific subject based on particular reasons may offer the required motivation to achieve the goal. Moreover, I believe that individual belief in one's abilities is the most substantial factor in determining motivation to perform better academically, which is similar to the article's conclusion.
Scriptural Integration
The Bible also provides guidelines associated with motivating Christians, which can also be adopted when encouraging students. In some scenarios, students are often discouraged by their performances in specific subjects or the overall grades; however, through self-belief, they may be motivated to achieve better (Dörnyei, 2018). In Proverbs 2:1-5, Christians are encouraged to accept God's words, implement His commands, and apply their hearts in understanding, for if they focus on implementing these things with determination, they will understand the fear of the Lord and the knowledge of God. Similarly, students focused on achieving good grades are expected to put in the work and study as required. Therefore, the motivating factor for Christians is understanding God, while students will be to achieve good grades.
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